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This year, we had to face the second stage of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Although the pandemic impacted our daily lives and operations in
many ways, it also showed us how resilience and adaptability are
crucial for the work we do. We learned from the previous year and
continued to provide support and services to our community members.  

We kept promoting a culture of peace and unity through our projects
and initiatives. During this year, the values of Service Civil International
have been part of our transformation. Peace, humanity, and solidarity
have been at the center of all of our institutional activities. 

In 2021, SCI Austria has successfully developed projects, seminars, and
workshops aimed at youth workers and activists to take action for the
betterment of our international and local communities.

After the isolation that came with the pandemic, we focused our efforts
on connecting with our partners, members, and all the people that
make our work possible. At each online and in-person meeting, we got
the chance to get to know new participants and strengthen our
international connections and work.  

 



VISION

VALUES
our

Promote Culture of 
Peace 

and Pacifism

 Make Volunteering A Way
of Active Citizenship and 

Lifestyle

Promote Intercultural 
Dialogue and Non- 

Violent 
Communication

 Make the World More 
Social Ecologically and 

Economically 
Sustainable

Promote a Global 
Approach to Local and 
Worldwide Challenges

Stimulate Solidarity 
and Value Diversity
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our

A world of peace, social justice, and sustainable
development, where all people live together
with mutual respect and without recourse to
any form of violence to solve the conflict. 

MISSION
our

To promote a culture of peace by organizing
international volunteering projects with local and
global impact.

PEACE
volunteer for

We understand our volunteering projects as peace projects which promote the values of
solidarity, diversity, dialogue, and non–violence.

The time experienced together in a volunteering project - living, learning, working, and
discussing together – should help to convert the stereotypes and thus dismantle breeding
grounds for possible conflicts. The community life in a workcamp should show the participants
how life can function in a socially and ecologically sustainable manner.



TEAM
our
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Andrea Loddo
(he/him)

Finance and association work, 
communication & project management

Mirna Cipek
(she/her)

Workcamps & LTV coordination, 
Volunteer Management

Florian Roger
(he/him)

Public relations

Nicolai Rosier
(he/him)

Project coordinaton
 

Anna Sophie Haslinger
(she/her)

Public Relations & Workcamps 
Preparation

Facilitator Technical support

Rainer Maria Baratti
(he/him)
Website

 

Thomas Schallhart
(he/they)

Intern

Matthias Millauer 
(he/him)

Placement Officer
 

2021 Board Members 
Chairman: Andrea Loddo
Deputy Chairman: Florian Rogger
Cashier: Olivia Lange    

Secretary: Nicolai Rosier
Cashier Deputy: Anna Sophie Haslinger
Secretary Deputy: Mirna Cipek    
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RENOVATION 
AND GARDENING
11 - 30 July 2021
Waldorf School Schönau
Apart from supporting school renovations
and gaining hands-on experience on
gardening, participants learned about civil
society and participation in interactive
discussions, theater of the oppressed, and
other activities.  They also gained knowledge
about the Waldorf pedagogy and non-
violent resistance against new right
tendencies in our society. 

WORKCAMPS
our

SCI Austria has organized workcamps since 1947. We have cooperated
with other organizations and local communities to create projects for
volunteers from all over the world. This year, we organized four
workcamps focused on sustainability, nature, and cultural
development. 

All activities followed the COVID-19 safety guidelines of the  Austrian
government. The well-being and safety of our volunteers were a
priority during the projects.

YOUTH FOR 
NATURE
22 August - 04 September 2021
Danube Auen meets Thayatal National Park
Some areas in Thayatal and Donau-Auen
National Parks need ongoing management to
form sustainable habitats for rare species.

Volunteers removed invasive plants to prevent
irreversible anthropogenic effects on the
ecosystem. gather knowledge of local habitats
with their flora and fauna as well as their
mandatory management.



QENDRESA
I had never been to Austria before... but the
people welcomed us and showed us another
part of Austrian culture.

...Our days would start eating breakfast,
packing lunch, and full of youth energy ready
to spend the day working outside in the
nature.

...we created friendships that will last forever
and each of the participants developed
interpersonal skills living for two weeks in
such an international environment.

11 - 25 September 2021
Hart-Aschendorf and Poysdorf, Austria
By contributing to the European "Green Infrastructure," the
European Green Belt is a network along with the former Iron
curtain. The Greenbelt initiative is a space for sustainable
opportunities across cultures.  

15 volunteers focused on teamwork to maintain the biodiversity
of the Austria-Czech Republic, a European Green Belt zone.
Participants also learned about the plants and animals in the
area. They also reflected on the problems and actions they can
take to promote a sustainable green Europe.
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GREEN BELT CAMP

testimonial by

special ESC workcamp
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PREPARATION 
SEMINARS

our 2021

Preparation seminars at SCI aim to distribute volunteers and camp
coordinators with in-depth preparation for their intercultural volunteering
experience, whether it is a workcamp in Austria or abroad, a long-term
project, or an ESC program.

In general, we provide different energizers and workshops about
interculturality, stereotypes and prejudices, SCI history, peacebuilding, conflict
resolution, power mechanisms, gender roles, and micro-aggressions, among
others.

In every SCI seminar or training, the participants are able to enjoy a big group
of passionate volunteers in a real SCI atmosphere, which gives them a taste
of what they will be experiencing and promoting afterward.

FIRST SEMINAR  
01 - 02 May 2021
Online
We joined forces with SCI Switzerland and
organized a pre-departure preparation
seminar online. It lasted two days during which
participants were able to get to know each
other. 

SECOND SEMINAR
12 June 2021
In-person at SCI Austria office 
During our second pre-departure seminar, we
were able to share with volunteers in person.
This allowed us to create a more meaningful
connection with the participants. We had
multiple activities during the meeting. 



NEURES
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project 

The Nonviolent European Resistance, hereinafter
nEUres, aims to spread among young people
(aged between 16-35) the knowledge of the
historical events related to the Nonviolent
Resistance against Nazi-Fascism in Europe.

As part of this initiative, SCI Austria hosted four
events throughout the year. Smash Nazism, the
Silent Exhibition, Remembrance Tour, and 48h
Laboratory on Remembrance

TRAININGS, SEMINARS, 
& PROJECTS 

our

As SCI Austria, we continued to organize trainings, seminars, and projects
for the benefit of our community. We put together some online activities, as
well as in person ones. 

SMASH NAZISM
04-11 January 2021
Online Laboratory
This online laboratory focused on
remembering nonviolent resistance against
the Nazi regime. Participants discussed and
reflected on questions related to this topic.  

Participants created their own multimedia
outputs around resistance against the Nazi
regime through social media, video, interviews,
Wikipedia articles, journalism, and research.
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REMEMBRANCE 
TOUR

24 - 26 July 2021
Vienna
The tour brought together 14 people from
Romania and Spain. The tour enabled people to
track down history in everyday life, understand
political developments, and reflect on
nonviolent resistance against Nazi violence in
Austria.

It consisted of 3 parts focused on antisemitism
and racism, visits to the Mauthausen
concentration camp in Upper Austria, and the
House of Austrian History.

48H LABORATORY ON 
REMEMBRANCE
11 - 29 June 2021
Waldorf school, Lower Austria
16 participants reflected on non-violent
resistance against Nazi violence in Austria. This
laboratory focused on civic participation and
non-violent resistance as stimulation and
encouragement to stand up for human rights
and think about ways to be active and stand
against discrimination today.

Various methods were used to learn from one
another, exchange ideas, and encourage
action.

SILENT EXHIBITION
27 January 2021
Online Exhibition
SCI Austria’s silent exhibition was organized as a follow-up activity of the
online laboratory “Smash Nazism."

January 27th is the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz and the
International Holocaust Remembrance Day. Our way to commemorate
the victims of Nazi persecution in Austria and show its connections to
today’s society was by organizing the Silent Online Exhibition that traces
the history of National Socialism in Austria.
 

https://www.sciaustria.org/2020/11/25/smash-nazism/
https://padlet.com/sciaustria/ckzpdr5gwya5h0gc
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THE 
REMEMBRANCE 
WEEK IN AUSTRIA
08 - 17 August 2021
Waldorf School facilities
As part of the European Project "Chapter: Challenging
Propaganda Through Remembrance," participants
researched and developed infographics on topics of
Propaganda and Nationalism in Europe in the past (WWI
and WWII) until today.

The event involved 25 citizens, including 3 participants
from Barcelona (Spain), 9 participants from Rome (Italy),
5 participants from Wien (Austria), 1 participant from
Bratislava (Slovakia), 1 participant from Bruxelles
(Belgium), 1 participant from Paris (France), 3 participant
from Berlin (Germany), 1 participant from Zagreb
(Croatia), 1 stateless participant asylum seeker in
Austria.

project 

DEVELOP OR 
SELF-DEVELOP?

seminar

12 - 14 & 18 - 20 March 2021
Online
“Develop or self-develop – Who is the volunteer
in relation to colonial history?” focused on how
colonialism created the political and economic
context of today. It was part of a series of
seminars gathering postcolonial perspectives on
volunteering.

40 participants from 21 countries gathered to
discuss and learn about this issue together. A 4th
version of the toolkit “Picturing the Global South:
The Power Behind Good Intentions”  was created.
These toolkits are an initiative of SCI Austria on
developing a series of post-colonial seminars
and toolkits in the past few years. 

https://sci.ngo/resource/picturing-the-global-south-the-power-behind-good-intentions/


BE YOUR 
COUNTY?!
3-10 December 2021
Online
“Be your country?! Deconstructing culture in
(international) youth work and non-formal
education” was a 7-day online seminar that
brought  35 participants from 13
countries together. 

The seminar led to new partnerships and
connections being made between youth
organizations from Europe and the Global
South. During the seminar, participants worked
on a manual for youth workers, which was
widely shared in the participating networks and
online. Follow-up projects were brainstormed
and created during the seminar.

11 - 19 October  2021
Diyarbakir, Turkey
“Raise your Employability” is a seminar on
enhancing awareness of the background and
the causes of unemployment of young people. It
also shows how to break it with the support of
local and transnational youth work policies and
tools. 

29 participants attended the seminar.  Attendees
were employers, staff, and volunteers of the
partner organizations who actively work with
unemployed young people. We created
infographics about the tools for the employment
of young people, which were later summited to
Erasmus +.
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RAISE YOUR 
EMPLOYABILITY

seminar

seminar



In 2021, we implemented a series of Impro
Theatre Workshops on our Workcamps called
"Working together through Theatre." The
participants engaged in these theater
workshops focused on self-reflection and non-
violent communication. The workshops enable
volunteers to develop transcultural skills and
gain tools in activism.

The Workshops were founded by the “Raising
Peace campaign” of the Coordinating
Committee for International Voluntary Service
(CCIVS) and were organized by our former
volunteer Sarah Dürnberger. 
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WORKING TOGETHER 
THROUGH THEATRE

NON-FORMAL 
EDUCATION 

As a SCI branch, we aim to create educational
spaces in which non-formal education and
trainings are implemented to create a culture
of peace.

We structured our non-formal education
programs, energizers,  trainings, and free-time
activities inclusively. One of our main activities
this year was "Working together through
theater."  

methods



These long-term opportunities are organized for
people that are interested to go abroad for a
few months to a year. This allows volunteers to
get involved in another country and experience
the culture, people, and the whole abroad
opportunity in more depth than the short-term
projects.  

Participants have two possibilities for long-term
assignments. One is with the SCI: Long Term
Volunteering (LTV) and the other with the
European Solidarity Corps (ESC). 
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COVID-19 
IMPACT

the 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we did not offer
long-term opportunities this fiscal year, but we
are looking forward to keeping offering this
type of opportunity in the future. 

LONG-TERM 
VOLUNTEERING

our

LTV is a voluntary long-term assignment on social or ecological projects abroad. These 
 projects take place in Asia, Africa, Latin America, the UK, Spain, and North America and last 1 -
12 months. The European Solidarity Corps (ESC) is a European Union program and is financed
by the European Commission that offers young people the opportunity to get involved in
various  organizations and social projects. The projects last  6 to 12 months and are not
associated with any costs.

https://www.solidaritaetskorps.at/fuer-jugendliche/freiwilligenprojekte/


To advocate for Service Civic International's
mission and vision by promoting a culture of 

“Activists Meeting” is the result of SCI Austria’s
intent to connect with former volunteers, current
SCI Austria members, and other activists and
people living in Vienna. 

We wanted to create an inclusive community in
which change-makers can engage in meaningful
activities together. This allowed us to launch this
project in October 2021. Our monthly meetings are
based on connection, cooperation, and action.

The goal of the project is threefold:

ACTIVISTS MEETINGS
community building 
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 Each month, a topic to be discussed is selected. In previous months we focused on sustainable
living, human rights, global learning, and peace and we created partnerships with
organizations and businesses to make these meetings a possibility.

To improve our participant's sense of belonging in the community. 
To encourage action. We will not only educate ourselves on current issues, but we will also
empower one another to take action, whether that means in our personal lives or as global
citizens. 

      peace, social justice, and sustainable development.

October 30, 2021 
November 30, 2021 

Together, we learned about problems and issues
that are affecting our local and international
communities. We use non-formal methods to
analyze and find the necessary actions we can
take to address these issues. This year we had two
meetings: 
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FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

this year's

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we postponed some project activities and 
the relative costs. Therefore, the allocated budget for such activities has 
been moved to the 2022 financial year.

Furthermore, we submitted a new request for the NPO COVID-19 support to 
the Austrian Authorities that was successfully approved for a total of 
12,269.94 €



FROM THE TEAM: 
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...to our Workcamp project partners, who supported us in organizing local projects and who
promoted SCI values of solidarity, diversity, dialogue, and non-violence in the community.

...to all SCI Branches that constantly encouraged us to grow and innovate. Partners who helped
us make local and international projects a reality by cooperating and incentivizing us to create
a culture of peace.  

...to our honorable members, loyal supporters, activists, and donors who promoted the mission
of SCI by taking an active role in our community. Our vision can become a reality with
members like you, who take action for the betterment of our communities.  

...to SCI volunteers and camp coordinators, who showed an incredible commitment to our
cause and dedicated their time to making our projects a reality. 

Our work is the result of cooperation, engagement, and passion. 

SCI Austria is tremendously grateful for all of you, 

THANK YOU!

SCI Austria Team
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